Trends in plant maintenance and
manufacturing: the rise of AR & VR
The “future” is happening right now in manufacturing, and that to stay competitive,
manufacturers need to start taking advantage of the productivity, safety, and quality
control benefits Augmented and Virtual Reality provide. Here are four key areas in
which AR & VR are already having a transformative impact:

20%

of manufacturers point
to maintenance as one
of their primary, early
applications of AR and VR.
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Plant maintenance enters
the twenty-first century
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The big trend in product
design and development
VR allows product designers to more quickly
work through design iterations, reducing
the need for physical models, and allowing
collaborative input from customers, all before
any “real” (and expensive) production begins.

AR-enabled glasses are equipping workers
to see and hear step-by-step instructions
on how to fix machinery, without ever
pausing to find and flip through a manual,
or struggle to interpret directions.
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Getting real with
data in manufacturing
Wearable AR glass devices and VR
headsets can be connected to your entire
data ecosystem allowing immediate access
to the information needed for training,
repairs or maintenance, as well as reporting
and correcting issues in real time.

20%

of manufacturers
currently employ AR
and VR specifically for
data-related benefits

39%

Thirty-nine percent of
companies surveyed said
that they are now taking
a virtual approach to new
product development,

28%

of manufacturers use
AR and VR to enhance
safety and training.

1 in 3

manufacturers expect
to soon be incorporating
some form of AR or VR
in their operations
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Taking safety and skills
training to the next level
VR allows trainees to get “hands-on”
experience without ever actually laying
their hands-on equipment – freeing up
the real equipment to stay in use, further
reducing downtime.

$150 billion

total U.S. spending on the
tech for manufacturing
expected to reach by 2020.
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